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R 131342Z MAY 77 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1679 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMCONSUL EDINBURGH 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 169 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: LOYALIST STRIKE: ELEVENTH DAY 

1 . AS SECOND WEEKEND OF UNIONIST ACTION COUNCIL (UAC) 

STRIKE APPROACHES THERE FEW OBSERVABLE INDICATIONS IN 
ULSTER THAT STRIKE IS STILL ON. ONE DOCK AT PORT OF 
LARNE IS WORKING AND BRITISH RAIL SEALINK AND TOWNSEND 
THORENSON LINES ARE NOW ACCEPTING PASSENGER VEHICLES AND 
PASSENGERS. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES ARE NORMAL ALTHOUGH THERE 
CONSIDERABLE ABSENTEEISM AT POWER CENTERS. DESPITE LACK OF 
BUS SERVICE, INDUSTRIAL PLANTS MOST AREAS REPORTED WORKER 
ATTENDANCE MAY 12 REACHED HIGHEST LEVEL SINCE STRIKE BEGAN. 
ATTENDANCE TODAY. PAYDAY IN MANY PLANTS, IS EXPECTED TO BE 
EVEN HIGHER. FOOD SUPPLIES INCLUDING MILK, BREAD AND 

FRESH VEGETABLES ARE AGAIN PLENTIFUL. THERE WAS NEVER 
ANY REAL GENERAL SHORTAGE EXCEPT THAT CREATED BY PANIC 
BUYING. LIVING CONDITIONS ARE NOW WORSE IN HARD-LINE 
LOYALIST AREAS BELFAST THAN ANYWHERE ELSE. IT WOULD BE 
SENSIBLE FOR STRIKE LEADERS TO CALL FOR END TO STRIKE NOW 
RATHER THAN TRY TO RE-ACTIVATE IT NEXT MONDAY MORNING. 
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PAISLEY AND COMPANY CAN POINT TO SOME GAINS, NOTABLY 
SECRETARY OF STATE MASON' S AGREEMENT WITH POWER WORKERS 
TO REVIEW ANTI-TERRORIST LEGISLATION AND CERTAIN MINOR ADDITIONS 
TO SECURITY FORCES COMPLEMENT. 

2. PROVISIONAL IRA SEEMS TO BE STIRRING AS LOYALIST ROAD- 
BLOCKS DISAPPEAR. BOMBING OF BELFAST MENSWEAR SHOP AND 
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KILLING OF JUSTICE OF PEACE IN VILLAGE OF ROSSLEA NEAR 
MONAGHAN BORDER BOTH MAY 12 APPEAR TO BE PROVISIONAL ACTS. 
PROVISIONALS COULD YET MANAGE TO REVITALIZE LOYALIST STRIKE. 

3. SPECULATION BEGINNING ABOUT DIRECTION POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
IN AFTERMATH OF LOYALIST STRIKE. ONE LINE IS THAT PROTESTANT 
" EXTREMISTS," PAISLEY, BAIRD AND PARAMILITARIES, HAVE BEEN 
ISOLATED, DISCREDITED AND RENDERED INEFFECTUAL. THE 
LOGICAL EXTENSION OF THIS IS THAT ” MODERATES" WILL EMERGE 
LESS IMPLACABLE ABOUT SHARING RESPONSIBILITY IN 
GOVERNMENT WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MINORITY COMMUNITY 
SUCH AS MEMBERS SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC AND LABOUR PARTY. CONGEN 
VIEWS THEORY AS LARGELY WISHFUL THINKING. PAISLEY AND TO MUCH 
LESSER EXTENT BAIRD, STILL ENJOY CONSIDERABLE POPULARITY IN 
ULSTER. FEW LOYALISTS DISAGREE WITH ONE OBJECTIVE OF 
STRIKE - TOUGHER SECURITY MEASURES TO DEFEAT PROVISIONAL IRA. 

THE MASS OF LOYALISTS SIMPLY COULD NOT SEE HOW THE 
SACRIFICE OF PAY PACKETS COULD CHANGE GOVERNMENT POLICY IN 
THIS REGARD. AS FOR A NEW MOOD OF REASONABLENESS AMONG 
" MODERATES" , JAMES MOLYNEAUX AT WESTMINSTER AND HARRY WEST 
IN ULSTER HAVE WITHIN LAST WEEK MADE THEIR SENTIMENTS KNOWN. 
HARRY WEST SAID HE WOULD NOT FAVOR A " SECURITY COUNCIL" 

PARTLY BECAUSE THE SDLP WOULD BE REPRESENTED AND WOULD 
CRIPPLE INITIATIVES. MOLYNEAUX EQUATED ACTIVITIES UAC 
STRIKE-LEADERS WITH ACTIVITIES PRESENT LEADERS SDLP 1969 
AND 1970 IN LAUNCHING PRESENT " TROUBLES" . ONE 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT WILL PROBABLY BE RETURN OF VANGUARD 
LEADER WILLIAM CRAIG TO ACCEPTABILITY WITH OFFICIAL UNIONISTS 
AND ANOTHER MIGHT BE RETURN OF UNIONIST PARTY NORTHERN IRELAND 
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TO SAME EMBRACE. ROYAL ULSTER CONSTABULARY SHOULD EMERGE WITH 
MORE CREDITABILITY AS UNBIASED FORCE. RESULTS LOCAL COUNCIL 
ELECTIONS NEXT WEDNESDAY SHOULD GIVE CLUES TO VOTER 
ATTITUDES TOWARD PAISLEY, BAIRD, WEST ET AL IN LIGHT OF 
STRIKE. 

SPICER 
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